
6th Grade Parent 
Orientation

Information about Curriculum 

Welcome Parents!



General Information
u Summer Reading and Math packets are available on the school website and are distributed to all 5th

graders. 



Math

u Grade 6-has double periods of Math, every other day to 
reinforce skills needed for Grade 7 and Grade 8. Sixth 
Graders have a “Show What You Know” end of year exam.

u Grade 7-Math 7 final exam

u Grade 8- Regents Algebra (one high school credit) 

u Math strategies classes are available for struggling 
learners.

Skills being developed at all grade levels: Problem solving, 
Algebra skills, reading and interpreting graphs and diagrams, 
solving word problems. 



Science
u Grade 6- Integrated Life and Physical Science 

1 period every day
u Grade 7- Integrated Life and Physical Science

1 period every day
u Grade 8- Regents Earth Science (one high school credit)

Double periods every other day
Mandatory NYS Lab requirement of 20 hours
Support classes offered for struggling students 

Skills being developed at all grade levels:
Engineering design (making models and revising), self management and 
organization (handing in lab reports on time), social collaboration, 
communication, research, critical thinking and transfer (using a reference 
table, reading diagrams, graphing, using evidence to justify a problem)



English Language Arts
6th Grade ELA- Double period every other day.

English Language Arts curriculum across the grade levels:

1. Writer’s workshops- Narrative (story writing), Expository (formal essay 
writing) and Persuasive/ Argumentative writing addressed each year.

2. Independent Reading- used to enforce strategies, themes and content 
addressed in class.  Genre based or theme based to align with the class 
curriculum. 

3. Texts read in class- Variety of short stories, plays, novels, poetry and non-
fiction.

6th Grade Novels: The Wednesday Wars, Fish in a Tree and The Giver
4. ELA support classes given every other day for struggling readers and 
writers. 



World Language
u Spanish and French 6 are every other day classes in 

Middle School. There is a Cumulative Assessment at 
the end of 6th grade.

u Spanish and French 7 & 8 meet every day. 

u There is a Final Exam in 7th and 8th grade. 

u Spanish/French Grade 8 can earn 1 high school credit.

u There will be homework, quizzes, tests and projects.



Social Studies

u Social Studies/Individuals in Society program develops inquiring, knowledgeable,  critical 
thinking, and caring young people who help to create a better more peaceful world

u An ENDURING ISSUE is a challenge or problem that a society has faced and debated or 
discussed across time.  Some examples of enduring issues are Change, Conflict, 
Prosperity, Scarcity, Inequity, Power, Governance, Systems, Migration, and Human 
and Environment Interaction.

u Grade 6- Focuses on geography and history of the Eastern Hemisphere using geographic skills-helping to 
connect the past and present.  Topics also include- Neolithic Revolution, River Valley Civilizations, 
Classical Civilizations, Comparative World Religions, The Mediterranean World.

u Grades 7 and 8-United States and New York State History is a chronologically and conceptually organized 
two-year course of study.  It traces the human experience in the United States from Pre-Columbian 
times to the present, tying major political, economic and social trends in the United States History to 
parallel trends and time frame in New York State History. Global connections and interdependence are 
also explored to foster the development of global minded citizens. A cumulative final will be given at the 
end of 7th and 8th grades. 


